
Our Impact Across Florida 
providing scholarships, mentors, and hope

45

10,645

678
40

2021 – 2022 Accountability Report

Jillian Hasner 
President and CEO 

Take Stock in Children

Christine Knepper 
Chair 

Manager, State Governmental Affairs 
Florida Power & Light  

 
 
 

Greg Black 
Legislative & Government Affairs Attorney 

Waypoint Strategies, LLC. 

Husein Cumber 
Chief Strategy Officer 

Florida East Coast Industries, LLC. 

Claudia Davant 
Partner 

Adams St. Advocates

Ryan Duffy 
Director of Corporate Communications 

U.S. Sugar Corporation 

Doug Durand  
Dean Emeritus, College of Business 

University of Missouri 
 
 
 
 

Ethan Fieldman 
Founder and President 

Study Edge

Gustavo Alejandro Garcia  
Chief Operating Officer 

Development Service Solutions 

Deveron Gibbons  
Senior Vice President of Public Affairs  

and Business Development  
Amscot Financial 

Cindy Helton 
Executive Director 

Suncoast Credit Union Foundation

Fontaine LeMaistre IV 
Vice President 

 Regional Commercial Market Leader 
TIAA Bank 

Laurie Rich Levinson 
District 6  

Broward County School Board Member

Ergetu Merete 
Treasury Management Executive – East Region 
Commercial Banking, Wells Fargo & Company  

Matt Montgomery 
Executive Vice President 

Brown & Brown Public Risk Insurance Advisors 
 

Vince Roig 
Founding Chairman 

Helios Education Foundation  
 

Maria A. Sastre 
Aviation, Cruiseline and Board Director

Jared M. Torres 
President 

Take Stock in Children Alumni Alliance

 
 

Emeritus

Mark Asofsky

Richard Berkowitz

Theodore Carter

Hon. Nathaniel Glover

Hon. Jim Horne

Howard M. Jenkins

Mike Maroone

Pat Moran

Dr. Don Pemberton 

Board of Directors

37,870

Sponsors

For more information, please visit takestockinchildren.org

67 Florida  
counties

local 
programs

middle & 
high schools

colleges & universities

mentors

students since 1995 If you are interested in becoming part of the Take Stock in Children promise, please contact 888–322–HOPE or visit takestockinchildren.org.

THRIVING

 Accountability  
Report  

2021–2022



Our Impact Across Florida 
providing scholarships, mentors, and hope

45

10,645

678
40

2021 – 2022 Accountability Report

Jillian Hasner 
President and CEO 

Take Stock in Children

Christine Knepper 
Chair 

Manager, State Governmental Affairs 
Florida Power & Light  

 
 
 

Greg Black 
Legislative & Government Affairs Attorney 

Waypoint Strategies, LLC. 

Husein Cumber 
Chief Strategy Officer 

Florida East Coast Industries, LLC. 

Claudia Davant 
Partner 

Adams St. Advocates

Ryan Duffy 
Director of Corporate Communications 

U.S. Sugar Corporation 

Doug Durand  
Dean Emeritus, College of Business 

University of Missouri 
 
 
 
 

Ethan Fieldman 
Founder and President 

Study Edge

Gustavo Alejandro Garcia  
Chief Operating Officer 

Development Service Solutions 

Deveron Gibbons  
Senior Vice President of Public Affairs  

and Business Development  
Amscot Financial 

Cindy Helton 
Executive Director 

Suncoast Credit Union Foundation

Fontaine LeMaistre IV 
Vice President 

 Regional Commercial Market Leader 
TIAA Bank 

Laurie Rich Levinson 
District 6  

Broward County School Board Member

Ergetu Merete 
Treasury Management Executive – East Region 
Commercial Banking, Wells Fargo & Company  

Matt Montgomery 
Executive Vice President 

Brown & Brown Public Risk Insurance Advisors 
 

Vince Roig 
Founding Chairman 

Helios Education Foundation  
 

Maria A. Sastre 
Aviation, Cruiseline and Board Director

Jared M. Torres 
President 

Take Stock in Children Alumni Alliance

 
 

Emeritus

Mark Asofsky

Richard Berkowitz

Theodore Carter

Hon. Nathaniel Glover

Hon. Jim Horne

Howard M. Jenkins

Mike Maroone

Pat Moran

Dr. Don Pemberton 

Board of Directors

37,870

Sponsors

For more information, please visit takestockinchildren.org

67 Florida  
counties

local 
programs

middle & 
high schools

colleges & universities

mentors

students since 1995 If you are interested in becoming part of the Take Stock in Children promise, please contact 888–322–HOPE or visit takestockinchildren.org.

THRIVING

 Accountability  
Report  

2021–2022



In 2018, the Take Stock in College initiative was launched. This program is 
designed to improve the postsecondary completion rate of the 6,500 Take Stock 
scholars attending Florida’s 40 public colleges or universities annually. Take Stock in 
College takes a holistic approach to tackling the common barriers to certification/
degree attainment that economically disadvantaged and first–generation populations 
regularly face, including academic support, financial aid assistance, and career 
advisement. The objective of the postsecondary support program is not to duplicate 
the services already offered to students at their college or university, but to connect 
students to these existing services and resources to enhance their postsecondary 
experience and degree attainment. These trusted connections and additional supports 
are the difference between success and failure for many students.

Take Stock serves approximately 15,000 students each year, combining the Take 
Stock in Children and Take Stock in College programs. Today, Take Stock is known 
as one of the nation’s preeminent mentoring, college readiness, scholarship, college 
access and completion direct service organizations.

Take Stock in CollegeBreaking the Cycle of 
Generational Poverty 

27 Years of providing 
Scholarships, Mentors, and Hope

242,560 Student  
Service Years Provided 
(starting from 6th grade)

37,870 Students  

Served Since 1995

2021 – 2022 Accountability Report For more information, please visit takestockinchildren.org

Take Stock in Children was founded in 1995 as a Florida nonprofit organization by business 
and community leaders and built as a public–private partnership to break down barriers to 

opportunity and instill hope in economically disadvantaged youth. The Take Stock multi–
year model benefits students by providing support services through a volunteer mentor, 
a college success coach, and college readiness workshops while mitigating financial 
barriers to higher education by providing a Florida Prepaid College Foundation Project 
STARS scholarship. By setting high expectations for their academic future, Take Stock 
in Children helps students graduate from high school in strong academic standing and 
prepared for postsecondary success. Since 1995, Take Stock in Children has served 

over 37,000 low–income, at–risk children throughout Florida. Take Stock in Children’s 
innovative model helps children most often overlooked and underserved through early 

intervention, selecting students between the 6th and 9th grades to enroll in the program. 
Participating students must maintain good attendance and grades and sign a contract 

committing to stay crime–free and drug–free.

For more information, please visit takestockinchildren.org

8,500
middle / high school 

students served 
annually in our 6–12th 

grade mentoring, 
college readiness, and 
scholarship Take Stock 
in Children program.

6,500
college scholars 

served annually in our 
postsecondary degree 
attainment Take Stock 
in College program.

The Take Stock in 
Children organization 
and network serves 

approximately 15,000 
student scholars annually.

15,000

Take Stock in Children

Program Model – Continuum of Care
Take Stock achieves success through an innovative multi–year program model of mentorship, 
accountability, college success, and a college scholarship.

Accountability ·  Students and parents/guardians sign performance contract

·  Students remain crime–free and drug–free

·  Students agree to earn good grades and graduate high school
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Low–Income  
Student

Mentoring  Scholarship  
& College 
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Take Stock  
in College

Workforce  
Ready

6th – 8th grade 9th – 12th grade Postsecondary
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Our Results

COVID–19 Special Analysis 
The “COVID–19 Special Analysis” report from the National Student Clear-
inghouse found that low–income students experienced an enrollment decline 
of 11%. In comparison, graduates of the Take Stock program experienced 
only an 8% decline in college enrollment. Further reporting using National 
Student Clearinghouse data indicated there was no decline in college 
graduation rates for those students being targeted for support services as 
part of our postsecondary degree attainment Take Stock in College program 
compared to pre–COVID performance.

The COVID–19 pandemic created additional barriers to academic 
success, particularly for students from low–income families. In this 
challenging environment, Take Stock led the way utilizing innovation 
and technology to provide the highest levels of service in our 27–year 
history through the expansion of virtual mentoring and college readiness 
support services. This enabled Take Stock to become more efficient and 
effective in maintaining high levels of service in response to the impact 
of school closures, required social distancing, and virtual learning.

Leading the Way & Thriving Through Scholarship Acquisition

Cumulative since 1995. Percent growth represents average yearly increases. 

The Take Stock in Children network is the largest  
nonprofit purchaser of Florida Prepaid  
College Foundation Project STARS  
Scholarships with combined assets  
totaling more than $264M.

Source: Florida Prepaid
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THE TAKE STOCK APP 
The Take Stock App, launched in 2020, was created by a Take Stock 
mentor and military veteran to enhance and modernize the mentoring 
experience. With the Take Stock App, virtual mentoring expands 
opportunities to professionals, snowbirds, and multi–
generational mentors, allowing mentoring to occur from 
anywhere worldwide at commonly convenient times.

Take Stock App Allows Mentors / Mentees to:
• Schedule a virtual mentoring session.
• Video or text chat in a secured and monitored 

environment with built–in security and supervision 
(based on keyword alerts from the National 
Center for Missing & Exploited Children).

• Log a mentoring session to help standardize session reporting for 
the Florida Department of Education, creating efficiency for our Take 
Stock in Children mentors.

• Access the Take Stock in Children Mentoring Toolkit and other 
resources used during mentoring sessions.

• Access to student mental health and wellness workshops and other 
student support services.

INTRODUCING SUNNY, AI CHATBOT
Take Stock in College has secured a state–of–
the–art artificial intelligence chatbot, Sunny. 
Sunny will directly impact the 6,500 economically 
disadvantaged, underrepresented collegiate scholars, 
in the Take Stock in College program. The AI chatbot will build a 
knowledge base over time to deploy specific enrollment, advisement, 
and student success initiatives specific to each scholar’s school of 
attendance within the 40 public colleges and universities across Florida.

Sunny Provides:
• An increase in student engagement and establishes high–touch 

student services while allowing the team to scale efforts.
• Personalized interactions and suggestions for the 6,500 Take Stock 

in College students attending a Florida public college or university.
• Check–ins with students to learn in real–time about challenges 

hindering their educational success and then connecting them with 
needed resources.

• A way to use data to identify and provide tailored services to 
postsecondary students to help them achieve certification/degree 
attainment for success in college, career, and life.

Investing in Innovation 

Scholar Demographics  

Data Source: Take Stock in Children STAR Database
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